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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, NATO 

SUBJECT: CCMS: COASTAL WATER POLLUTION - OIL SPILLS RESOLUTION 
FOLLOW-UP MEETING AT NATO, SEPTEMBER 26-27, 1974 

REF: USNATO 4261 

SUMMARY: BELGIUM WILL HOLD FOLLOW-UP MEETING AT NATO 
SEPTEMBER 26-27 ON CCMS 1970 OIL SPILLS RESOLUTION. DETAILS 
FOLLOW. END SUMMARY. 

1. BELGIAN NATO DEL HAS JUST CIRCULATED OFFICIAL INVITATION 
AT NATO FOR ALLIED COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE IN A "ROUNDTABLE" 

TO BE CHAIRED BY BELGIUM AT NATO, SEPTEMBER 26-27, 1974, ON FOLLOW- 
UP TO THE 1970 OIL SPILLS RESOLUTIONS, AS ALREADY SIGNALED BY 
BELGIAN DEL AT CCMS SPRING PLENARY IN TURIN AND MORE RECENTLY 
HERE AT NATO (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO BELGIAN NOTE, GOB 
AUTHORITIES BELIEVE THAT THE MOMENT HAS COME TO ESTABLISH 
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A CONCRETE REPORT ON THE CURRENT SITUATION WITH 
RESPECT TO EACH OF THE 1970 RECOMMENDATIONS ON OIL SPILLS IN 
ORDER TO PRESENT A FINAL REPORT ON THIS SUBJECT TO 
CCMS IN 1975. IN ORDER TO DEVELOP A "REALISTIC" REPORT, 
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BELGIAN AUTHORITIES BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE THAT EACH 
PARTICIPATING DELEGATION TO THE FORTHCOMING MEETING 
INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO HAS HAD RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PUTTING INTO EFFECT THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN QUESTION. 

2. THE GOB’S PROPOSED AGENDA FOR THE MEETING IS AS FOLLOWS: 

A. ANALYSIS OF THE CURRENT SITUATION WITH RESPECT 
TO: 



- PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTAL AND DELIBERATE POLLUTION. 

- TECHNICAL EVALUATION OF THE RISK OF OIL POLLUTION OF THE SEA; 
SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS OF KNOWLEDGE OF OIL POLLUTION. 

- TECHNICAL COUNTERMEASURES TO CONTROL DAMAGE FROM OIL SPILLS. 

- ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN AND FUTURE ACTIONS PLANNED. 

B. EXAMINATION OF THE NOVEMBER 1970 RECOMMENDATIONS 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION. FURTHER DETAILS ON THE MEETING 

WILL BE PROVIDED BY BELGIUM IN EARLY SEPTEMBER. 

COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL (WHICH REPORTED PRELIMINARY 

BELGIAN PLANS FOR THIS MEETING AND INCLUDED TEXT OF 

CCMS 1970 OIL SPILLS RESOLUTION). WE BELIEVE MEETING 

SHOULD PROVIDE EXCELLENT VEHICLE FOR USING TO FURTHER 

GOOD EFFECT THE LEVERAGE THE RESOLUTION PROVIDES WITH 

NATO ALLIES TO INTENSIFY INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO END 

OIL SPILLS. WE ALSO BELIEVE THIS MEETING SIGNIFICANT 

IN TERMS OF REINFORCING CCMS FOLLOW-UP EFFORTS ACROSS 

THE BOARD. ACCORDINGLY. WE RECOMMEND THAT U.S. BE EXPECT ALLY 

WELL REPRESENTED AND THAT CALIBER OF U.S. DELEGATION 

BE COMMUNICATED TO OTHER ALLIES THROUGH USNATO AT 

EARLY DATE IN ORDER SUPPORT EFFECTIVELY BELGIUM'S EFFORTS 

TO ATTRACT ATTENDEES AT SUFFICIENTLY RESPONSIBLE LEVEL 

TO ENSURE MEANINGFUL OUTCOME. COPY OF BELGIAN NOTE 
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(IN FRENCH) BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT (RPM-SCHOLLAERT 
AND EPA-HARRIS). 

RUMSFELD 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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